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"Do we then make void the Law through Faith? Heaven forbid! On the contrary, we establish the
Law.." (Romans 3:31)Rabbi Ralph Messer delivers this absolutely essential teaching on the
Torah including the history of the Jewish people, the early Church, and the conflicting
interpretations of Scripture surrounding the Torah - God's Teaching and Instruction!Didn't Jesus
do away with the Law? Are the Hebrew roots of the Christian Faith taking you back "under the
law?" What exactly is the Torah and what relevance does it have to believers today? Study the
development of Church theology to see how the heresy of one age becomes the orthodoxy of
the next. Are you under the Law of Judaism or the Grace of Christianity? What about the wrathful
God in the Old Testament and Jesus in the New Testament? Learn the truth about the Torah.
Hear what Jesus said about the Law and answer for yourself, "What is the Torah: Law or Grace?"
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AuthorRabbi Ralph MesserForewordIn the Bible there is a prophecy, and that prophecy states
that in the end times a great multitude of people will rise up suddenly from among the nations
and return to Israel. The prophecy tells us that this movement of people will start happening
simultaneously across the world, from the four corners of the earth, as if these people are
responding to some kind of Biblical post-hypnotic suggestion.The Bible records that after the
historic Exodus from Egypt, the Israelites turned away from the God of their deliverance to serve
the pagan gods of the civilizations around them. For their disobedience and disregard of the
Word of God, the prophets correctly predicted that the tribes of Israel would be conquered and
exiled until the end of time, when they would be found and redeemed.So let me ask you a
question . . . What if it were actually happening? I’m talking about millions of people fulfilling a
nearly 3,000 year old prophecy. And today we can match the prophecies with real world events.
And the reason it should matter is because once these people do what the Bible predicts they
will do—they trigger the Apocalypse!Armageddon, a name synonymous with the Apocalypse is
in fact, Mount Megiddo (Har Megiddo in Hebrew), a fortress city in northern Israel. Armageddon
is the location for one of the bloodiest future conflicts on the earth. But it won’t happen before the
Israelite tribes who once lived on this land return. According to prophecy, the countdown to the
Apocalypse and final redemption begins when these tribes “awaken” one-by-one and
return.1The message contained in this book has huge spiritual ramifications, the effects of which
can be felt across the globe. I have taught throughout the world, and no teaching has provoked
more controversy or been met with such tension and resistance as this one. The spirit realm,



principalities, powers, and rulers of darkness oppose this message like no other. At times, the
very mention of the word Torah (God’s Teaching and Instruction) provokes this intense
opposition because the enemy knows his days are numbered. This message and the
understanding of this truth are a fulfillment of the prophetic move of God at the end of the age.
The restoration and re-gathering of God’s people has begun—the great end-times harvest
(Matthew 13) and the final Greater Exodus (Jeremiah 16).Torah: Law or Grace? is the chronicle
of a journey and I invite you to go on this journey with me. Your true identity as a believer, that
undiscovered “something” that you’ve been searching for, and a greater understanding of the
living God of prophecy dwelling within you is about to be revealed!—Rabbi Ralph
MesserPrefaceWatch an online video commentary titled “Detroit Tribal Revival, Part 1” at:
www.torah.tv under “Online Resources.”There are two parallel components to the Gospel
message: the Person Yeshua (Jesus) and the Principles of Yeshua.The Person Yeshua• Yeshua
is the Son of God.• Yeshua creates your peace.• Yeshua is the King.• Yeshua is the Experience
of God.• Yeshua (Salvation) is always experienced instantaneously.The Principles of Yeshua•
The Principles are the System of God.• The Principles are the Instructions of God around you.•
The Principles create your prosperity.• The Principles are the Kingdom.• The Principles are the
Expertise of God.• The Principles (Redemption) are learned progressively.Webster’s Dictionary
defines a ‘principle’ as:a: a comprehensive and fundamental law, doctrine, or assumption.b: a
rule or code of conductc: habitual devotion to right principles; e.g. “a man of principle.”Yeshua
defines and develops His Principles within you! His Principles produce the abundant life that will
exceed your greatest dreams. Your dreams require a Torah Principle! There are 613 Torah
Principles found in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy (See Appendices A
and B).A Torah Principle applied accurately will cause you to prosper financially, physically,
emotionally, and spiritually!Wisdom is seeing what God sees. Understanding is doing what God
does.A Torah Principle produces self-confidence which is magnetic.Strength is the product of
focus and focus is the product of a Torah Principle.Rejecting a Torah Principle makes you
undecided, unlearned, unfocused, and unenthusiastic.Rejecting a Torah Principle is like having
faith in your adversary.Ignoring a Torah Principle produces failure and delays Divine
success.Obeying a Torah Principle multiplies productivity and schedules success.A Torah
Principle in action influences the atmosphere around you.A Torah Principle contains God’s
Divine Presence.The Divine Presence is experienced by walking in the Torah Principles.A Torah
Principle applied accurately will always produce the desired result.When you pursue a man-
made principle that God did not instruct, it will not sustain you emotionally, physically, or
financially.A Torah Principle is defined as self-imposed standards and restrictions motivated by a
desire that is greater than the alternatives.A Torah Principle is defined as the nature of discipline
which causes self-management, regulated by a code of conduct or a specific set of goals and
commitments, dictated by an intended result.Torah Principles are a series of decisions
prescribed by a determined destiny.The Torah is the Spirit of Discipline that is rooted in self-
control, and self-control is a fruit of the Spirit.A Torah Principle develops the understanding that



he who cannot rule himself will never control life.A Torah Principle develops the understanding
that self-discipline is the manifestation of the highest form of government—self-government.The
words ‘disciple’ and ‘discipline’ come from the Hebrew root word talmid meaning ‘student’ or
‘pupil.’ A disciple or talmid is therefore, a “student of the Torah!”A disciple—a student of the Torah
—is a learner dedicated to concentrated and focused instruction, and committed to learning to
think like his Teacher (Yeshua) thinks.A Torah Principle cultivates an attitude of persistence and
a spirit of leadership that never gives up until it achieves its goal—it is a spirit that never
quits.Your Faith attached to a Torah Principle generates the power to hold on in spite of
everything, the power to endure, and the ability to face defeat again and again and never give
up.Your Faith attached to a Torah Principle produces the endurance to believe, and the ability to
keep pushing forward, even in the face of difficulty, knowing that victory is yours.Torah Principles
produce leaders who persist because they have a firm grasp of their purpose, who know where
they are going, and who are confident they will arrive there.IntroductionWatch an online video
commentary titled “Detroit Tribal Revival, Part 2” at: www.torah.tv under “Online Resources.”“In
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form, and void;
and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of
the waters. Then God said . . .”1(Genesis 1:1-3)“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God . . . In Him was life, and
the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it.”2(John 1:1-4)Most believers today have not been taught the distinction between
Salvation and Redemption. These two components of the Gospel message are summed up in
the Person Jesus Christ—Yeshua in Hebrew. Salvation is only found in the Person Yeshua while
Redemption is manifested through the Principles of Yeshua—the Torah, simply defined as God’s
Teaching and Instruction.Salvation secures your eternal standing in Heaven and Redemption
relates to your temporal walk on the Earth. It is the grace of God that draws you to Salvation
(Yeshua), and it is the grace of God that leads you to Redemption (Torah).The Person Yeshua is
the Grace of Salvation!The Principles of Yeshua are the Grace of Redemption!The Principles of
Yeshua govern the universe, affecting you and everything around you. Yeshua is the King and
the Torah is His government in the earth. Yeshua and the Torah are not a religion, but rather a
visible manifestation of the invisible God, the King and His Kingdom, Salvation and Redemption
—the Kingdom of Heaven.God rules His Kingdom by His Word. Everything He does, He does
using the Principles of the Torah. When you operate in the Torah, you assume your legal position
and standing as a child of the King. God’s purpose for your life becomes clearer and His Voice is
heard as you follow His Teaching and Instruction.When you return to the Principles of the Torah,
you are returning to your source. When you return to your source, you encounter your Creator. In
the Presence of your Creator, change occurs, and His purpose becomes established within you.
As you honor and follow the Person and the Principles of Yeshua, you discover that you are not
keeping the Torah, but rather the Torah is keeping you! You didn’t choose to follow Jesus, Jesus
chose you (John 15)! Likewise, you didn’t find the Torah, the Torah found you. God is the One



who is motivating you and causing you to obey His Voice, in order to establish His purpose
through you, and in the earth.“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their array.
By the seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He abstained on the
seventh day from all His work which He had done. God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it
because on it He abstained from all His work which God created to make.”3(Genesis 2: 1-3)As
the Creator of all things, God established the order of the universe, the luminaries in the
heavens, and a paradise on the earth called Eden. However, there was a problem! The Garden
of Eden concealed a formidable enemy determined to sabotage the plan of God by deceiving
His preeminent creation—Man. God created Man, both male and female, in His image and
likeness. God blessed Man with dominion and authority, and destined Man to rule and reign over
all creation. God’s kingdom was to be established on the earth and His government was to be
the code of conduct for mankind.However, from the Garden, Man has been lured away from
following God’s ways, as other ungodly forms of dominion and conduct began to develop. Man’s
attempts to perfect his own ways became rituals and religions trying to appease God. Man even
desired to become his own god and to establish his own form of government. The tragic results
have been a loss of Man’s original dominion and authority, causing mankind to weaken and
decrease in strength. Man’s fallen nature soon became a mockery of God rather than the human
nature revealing God, as originally intended.God’s purpose and redemptive plan for mankind is
given in His Word. It is instilled within our hearts and minds according to the New Covenant. God
and Man were meant to dwell together! God desires to manifest His holiness within Man and for
Man to display this holiness on the earth. God’s Kingdom is being established on the earth in our
days! As a believer, the dominion and authority of the King dwell within you. You are part of His
royal family, His covenant, His constitution and government called, the Kingdom of Heaven—
God’s movement upon the earth!In order to move forward in this revelation of God’s Kingdom,
we must look back into the Hebrew roots of the Christian faith. From there we can begin to
recover a proper understanding of the Torah, the history of Judaism and the early Church, and
the changes that estranged Christianity from its Hebrew heritage—ancient misunderstandings
which, in many cases, still permeate the teachings and doctrines of Christianity today.Chapter |
1Torah: The Historical UnderstandingWatch an online video commentary titled “Detroit Tribal
Revival, Part 3” at: www.torah.tv under “Online Resources.”As we begin, ask yourself this
question: Did Jesus have a King James Version of the Bible? Did He have a Catholic Bible?
What Scriptures did Jesus use? He had the Torah!So just what is Torah? Traditionally, the word
Torah refers to the first five Books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy (also known by the Greek word, Pentateuch). The Torah was given to Moses and
the Israelites at Mount Sinai after God had delivered them from the bondage of Egyptian slavery.
In other words, the Torah was given to a redeemed people to teach them how to live a redeemed
lifestyle.The Hebrew word “Torah” is derived from two other Hebrew words: “or” (Strong’s #216)
meaning “light” and “yarah” (Strong’s #3384) which means to “shoot an arrow.”“In the beginning
God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form, and void; and darkness



was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
Then God said, “Let there be light (or):” and there was light (or).”1(Genesis 1:1-3, emphasis
added)The light (or) of Creation is a fitting root word for Torah. The ancient sages have long
taught that God created everything with the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet and the Torah.
The very first words of the Bible portray the utter nothingness into which God spoke and created
all things. In Hebrew, the account in Genesis calls this environment “Tohu v’bohu” meaning
“chaos and emptiness.” It was this oppressive darkness, devoid of life, that was forever pierced
by the Divine “light” of God. This primordial light (or) was the very first utterance of Creation,
even “days” before the formation of the sun, the moon, and the stars. God spoke, and light was
the manifestation of His Word. By His light (or), God drove back the darkness, and brought order
to chaos.“By the Word of the LORD the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the
breath of His mouth . . . Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.”2(Psalms
33:6-8)Torah is the blueprint and its study is the soul of Creation. God’s ineffable word took
physical form. Heaven and earth and all their fullness became the clothing for the word of God
which infuses creation, and without which the world could not continue to exist. The fire of Torah
became garbed in ink and parchment, and God’s wisdom, which is the essence of Torah, was
embedded in its words and letters. 3A second root word of Torah is yarah, meaning to shoot an
arrow.4 Picture an archer releasing an arrow from his bow. If the arrow hits the target, in other
words, the arrow was properly directed and guided, and it reached the goal to which the archer
had pointed it—in Hebrew, the arrow is Torah—it hit the mark. If the arrow misses, however, it is
called by the Hebrew word “chatah” or “sin” in English, which simply means to miss the
mark.The Hebrew word Torah has been translated into English as “Law.” Strictly speaking, Torah
refers to the first five books of the Bible, including the instructions they contain. In the wider
sense of the word, Torah is often used to refer to the whole of Hebrew Scriptures, what many call
the Old Testament. The more proper name for the Hebrew Scriptures is the word TANAKH. 5The
Hebrew word Tanakh is an acronym for the three major sections of the Scriptures:Torah:
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and DeuteronomyNevi’im: The Major and Minor
ProphetsKetuvim: The Writings—Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, etc.Combined, these three
sections comprise the Old Testament or Tanakh. While the Nevi’im (Prophets) and the Ketuvim
(Psalms, Proverbs, etc.) are the subject of many teachings and study today, ironically, the Torah
(Genesis—Deuteronomy) is one of the least studied, and therefore most misunderstood
sections of the average Christian’s Bible. Frequently, the familiar through-the-Bible-in-a-year
reading attempt stalls out quickly after the fascinating stories in Genesis and Exodus give way to
the detailed instructions for offerings, the priests, and the Sanctuary given in Leviticus, Numbers,
and Deuteronomy. Not surprisingly, this generally results in a limited understanding of these
foundational Scriptures. Combined with a prevailing undercurrent of teaching which states that
the Torah no longer applies to believers, most non-Jewish members of the Body of Christ have a
profoundly distorted view of the Torah.Surprising to many, the Hebrew word Torah does not
mean “Law.” In its simplest definition, “Torah” means “Teaching” and “Instruction” therefore, the



Torah is God’s Teaching and Instruction! If Jesus, our Lord and Savior, lived according to the
Torah, and taught from the Torah, how did His followers come to be so distanced from these
Scriptures of Jesus? How is it that many believers today even question whether or not the Torah
has been done away with?Just where did we get the idea that Judaism is a religion of law and
works, while Christianity is a religion of grace and faith? When did we separate the Creator into a
wrathful God of the Old Testament and a merciful God of the New Testament? How did we get to
the point where we hold Synagogue services on Saturday and Church services on Sunday?
How did we come to view the Torah as an oppressive “Law” of God, and “Grace” as freedom in
Christ Jesus?When and how were these seeds of division and confusion planted? How did our
current beliefs and understandings begin, and where did all the confusion originate? By
uncovering the history surrounding the Scriptures, the Jewish people, and the Church, we can
understand what the Torah is and what it is not, and we’ll be better positioned to answer the
question: “What is the Torah: Law or Grace?”The Jewish Mindset of TorahEarly in the 12th
century, the now famous Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam) developed a comprehensive list
of the Principles found within the Five Books of Moses—the Torah. Rambam listed 613 separate
Commands—248 Positive (e.g. “You shall . . .) and 365 Negative (e.g. “You shall not . . .). He
further compared the 248 positive Commands to the 248 bones and organs in the human body,
and the 365 negative Commands to the 365 days in a solar year.6 Rambam’s work was so
foundational that his numbering system is still widely in use today. (For a complete list of the 613
Principles please see Appendix A and B in the back of this book.)When studying the 613
Principles of the Torah, it quickly becomes apparent that there are various types of Commands.
Rambam and others further divide these 613 Principles into separate categories. There are
Commands for men, women, kings, priests, and offerings; Commands that can only be
observed within the Land of Israel, and only within the Sanctuary or Temple in Jerusalem.Moses
recorded all of the 613 Commands or Principles given by God, yet the Scriptures relate that only
the first ten were heard by the entire congregation of Israel gathered at Mount Sinai (Exodus 20).
These “Ten Commandments” provide the best system for categorizing all of the 613 Principles of
the Torah. On two tablets God inscribed the Ten Commandments. The first five Commandments
teach us about our relationship with God. The last five Commandments instruct us about our
relationship with one another.God created the world from a plan and for a purpose. His plan was
the Torah, which preceded the world, and His purpose was that human beings find the meaning
and the goal of creation in the Torah. “He looked into the Torah and created the world,” and He
designed the universe to make it possible for human beings to carry out the commandments.
7When questioned by the experts in the Law of Moses, Jesus was asked which of the
Commands was the greatest in all of the Torah. His response is beautiful and elegant, returning
simplicity to an otherwise complex codification of God’s Law. Jesus summarized all of the Torah
and the Prophets in one word!613 Commands of the Torah—God’s Teaching and Instruction.
613 Principles which govern our relationship with God, and with each other; Instructions from
God for men, women, kings, and priests; Teachings for Feasts and Festivals, Offerings, and the



Sanctuary. 613 Commands in the five Books of God’s Law; Ten Commandments written on two
Tablets; one Great Command—Jesus’ summary of the Law—one unifying Word.“Jesus said to
him, ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
mind.” This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets.”8(Matthew 22:35-40, emphasis added)Just Something about That Name“This is the
history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God
made the earth and the heavens . . .”9(Genesis 2:3-4, emphasis added)The Creation account in
Genesis begins by using the Hebrew term Elohim, translated into English as “God.” After the
creation of Man, Genesis Chapter 2 expands the revelation of the Creator, with the first mention
of the four-letter Name for God—YHWH. This Name, considered by many to be too holy to utter,
is called the Tetragrammaton (four letters), and is most often translated into English as ‘Lord’ or
‘LORD’ using all capitals.Because ancient Hebrew contains no actual vowels, the correct
pronunciation of YHWH is uncertain. Even with the inclusion of vowels used in modern Hebrew,
there remain hundreds of possible pronunciations of the Name YHWH.The Ten Commandments
clearly prohibit taking the Name of God in vain—perhaps best understood as “to not use the
Name of God in a common manner.” While discussion and debate still surround the actual intent
and wording of this Command, a safeguard against transgressing the instruction developed very
early in Judaism. To protect against inadvertently—or even intentionally—speaking God’s Name
in vain, tradition soon evolved towards avoiding the use of the Name YHWH at all. In honor and
respect, God’s Name soon became ‘ineffable’ or unspeakable, and other terms were developed
to refer to God without speaking the four-letter Name of YHWH.The lone exception to this
practice was the Kohen Gadol (High Priest) of Israel, who once a year pronounced God’s holy
Name on Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)—the second of the Biblical Fall Feasts (Leviticus 23).
Carrying basins containing the blood of a sacrificial goat, the prepared incense for the Golden
Altar, and bearing the names of the tribes of Israel upon his breastplate, the High Priest would
enter the holiest place in the Sanctuary—the Holy of Holies. After placing the incense on the
altar, and anointing the cover of the Ark of the Covenant (also called the Mercy Seat) with the
blood, the High Priest would then declare the ineffable Name of YHWH in witness of the yearly
atonement and forgiveness for the sins of the people (Leviticus 16).10Most Synagogues today,
as well as the vast majority of Jewish Biblical texts and literature, use a substitute term for the
Tetragrammaton—HASHEM, a Hebrew term meaning “the Name.” In Hebrew understanding,
the term “HASHEM” has taken on two complementary meanings:The ineffable Name—
YHWHLifestyle—TorahIt’s important to understand that the Hebrew language is verb-based as
opposed to a noun-based language such as English. In other words, Hebrew is a language that
is centrally focused on action and movement (verbs), rather than objects and places (nouns).
This contrast between Hebrew and most Western languages becomes all the more clear when
considering not just the holy Name of God, but all names in general. From the Hebrew
perspective, names identify the nature and character, the activity and lifestyle of an individual.



One of the reasons the Scriptures contain multiple “Names” for God is to progressively reveal
more and more of His infinite nature and character. God’s Name is synonymous with His action
and activity on the earth—God’s movement called, the Kingdom of Heaven.A clear example of
this Hebrew understanding is found in the Torah as Moses receives a revelation of God’s Name
that was unknown to the earlier generations.“God spoke to Moses and said to him: ’I am the
Lord. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My Name LORD I
was not known to them.’”11(Exodus 6:2-3, emphasis added)Contextually, God is not telling
Moses that He neglected to reveal Himself to the Patriarchs—to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In
fact, God is telling Moses that He had indeed appeared to each of them, but that the revelation
of the Name YHWH—LORD was given to Moses. As previously discussed, the Tetragrammaton
appears first in Genesis Chapter 2. Yet Exodus 6 tells us that the LORD is revealing Himself to
Moses by a Name that was not known to the patriarchs. The Bible may be implying that by the
time of Abraham—born approximately 1948 years after Creation—the correct pronunciation of
the Tetragrammaton (YHWH) had gone from respectfully ‘unspeakable’ to entirely ‘unknown.’
The exchange between God and Moses can be thought of as a restoration of the Name of
YHWH. This was not a restoration of a title or a specific name that God prefers His people to
use, but rather, this is an increased revelation of God’s nature, character, and actions (lifestyle).
This revelation is given just as God is about to manifest Himself to Moses and the Israelites in
their deliverance from Egyptian slavery and the oppressive bondage of Pharaoh. The LORD
later expounds upon His nature and character contained within this Name:“Now the Lord
descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the Name of the Lord. And the
Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity (Exodus
34:5-7)of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth
generation.”12Remember that when your Bible uses the term “LORD” this is a translation of the
four-letter Hebrew Name of God—YHWH. It is this Name, not the title “God” (Elohim In Hebrew)
which appears nearly 7,000 times in the Torah and the Tanakh. The revelation of this Name is
profound and progressive throughout the Bible, describing God’s nature and character, and
declaring the lineage and the lifestyle of the King of kings and LORD of lords in His Incarnation—
YHWH in the flesh.King David, in one of his many Messianic prophecies declared that the
Messiah would come in the Name of YHWH.“The stone which the builders rejected Has
become the chief cornerstone. This was the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is
the day the LORD has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. Save now, I pray, O LORD; O
LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
LORD!”13(Psalms 118:22-26)Jesus (Yeshua) came in the Name YHWH and the lifestyle of
Torah. A significant aspect of Yeshua’s ministry on earth was to manifest the Name of God to His
people. YHWH’s nature and character are fully expressed in His Salvation—Yeshua, Jesus
Christ. And the lifestyle and activity of YHWH are eternally proclaimed in His Redemption—the



Torah, God’s Teaching and Instruction.“I have manifested Your Name to the men whom You have
given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.
“Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You. ”14(John
17:6-7)The Kingdom of HeavenAnother common practice in Jewish writing is to hyphenate all
references to God’s Name, for example G-d or L-rd. While the Bible does not make use of
hyphenations, there are four prominent “substitute” terms used in the Bible to refer to YHWH
without actually using the four-letter Name of YHWH. These terms are:Kingdom of
HeavenKingdom of GodSon of ManSon of God“The people who sat in darkness have seen a
great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.” From
that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.’”15(Matthew 4:16-17, emphasis added)As the Gospels relate the accounts of Jesus’
earthly ministry, one particular phrase stands out above most others—the Kingdom of Heaven.
In fact, Jesus (Yeshua) taught more on this one topic than any other, including salvation! As
defined earlier, the Kingdom of Heaven is God’s movement and activity on the earth. However,
from the Hebrew perspective, the term “Kingdom of Heaven” refers not only to the activity of
YHWH, it also refers to YHWH Himself!When Jesus states that the Kingdom of Heaven is at
hand, He is declaring that the power and Presence of YHWH is standing in our midst! Jesus is
putting into motion the great move of God called the Kingdom of Heaven, which revealed both
the Salvation of God (the Person Yeshua), and His Redemption (the Principles of Yeshua).The
Kingdom of Heaven—God’s movement on the earth—is led by Jesus Christ (Yeshua
HaMashiach in Hebrew) and walking in the Torah. Paul had this exact idea in mind when he
wrote to the believers in Galatia to “walk in the spirit . . .” (Galatians 5:25). The walk (halachah in
Hebrew) refers to the Torah. The Spirit is, of course, Jesus, Himself. Paul meant that believers
should allow the Holy Spirit to control their lives so that they could live a life that pleased God.
The Holy Spirit would live out the Torah which was written on their hearts and minds (Jeremiah
31:31-33; Hebrews 8:8-12)—this is the New Covenant! God is taking what’s already written on
your heart and manifesting it by His Spirit to produce purpose, obedience, and abundant
blessings in your life. The Torah was not abolished; it has been placed within us!16When your
confession (Jesus) matches your conduct (Torah), it is called Ha Kavod—the Glory of God.
When the Scriptures refer to the glory, the related Hebrew words are temple, tabernacle, place,
and lineage. Therefore, when you walk in the Spirit today, your lineage to the thousandth
generation is blessed by the power of the Holy Spirit, and blessed in your obedience to the
Torah. The “weakness” of the covenant at Mount Sinai was human disobedience (Hebrews 8).
Under the New Covenant, this weakness is overcome by the obedience and righteousness of
Jesus in you. His Holy Spirit inspires and enables you to follow His Teaching and Instruction, not
written on Tablets of stone, but placed upon tablets of flesh (2 Corinthians 3). This is the New
Covenant, first given in Jeremiah Chapter 31, and repeated in Hebrews Chapter 8.“Behold, the
days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah—“not like the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I



took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke,
though I was a husband to them, says the Lord.” But this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and I will write it
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”17(Jeremiah 31:31-33;
Hebrews 8:8-12)Chapter | 2Torah: Works or Grace?Watch an online video commentary titled
“One God, Part 1” at: www.torah.tv under “Online Resources.”The church has taught that
Judaism is a religion of law and works while Christianity is a religion of grace and faith. When
Christians speak today about the Jewish or Hebrew roots of their faith, they often state that the
Hebrew roots teaching is trying to put Christians “under the Law.”1The cornerstone of our faith is
the Biblical truth that Salvation is by grace and NOT works! In fact, the Bible does not make an
issue out of ‘Law or Grace,’ man made it that way. The Hebraic understanding of Torah and
grace is much different from the popular Western understanding. As a Christian, you have no
doubt heard multiple sermons contrasting the “Law of Judaism” with the “Grace of Christianity.”
2Now think about that for a moment. If I say the “Law” of Judaism versus the “Grace” of
Christianity, which sounds more appealing: Grace or Law?The thought often presented is that in
the Old Covenant the Jews were saved by the Law, which is bad, but in the New Testament,
Jesus did away with the Law so that we are now saved by grace and faith—which is good. The
clear teaching of this mindset is that there is no Grace and faith in the Old Covenant Law and no
Law in the New Testament grace and faith. For centuries, law and works and grace and faith
have been contrasted as if they are two opposing means of salvation.3In Romans Chapter 3, the
Apostle Paul addresses the very question still being asked today: “Has the Torah been
abolished?” Paul’s answer leaves no room for doubt stating, “Heaven forbid!” Paul not only
confirms the validity of the Torah for believers, he also says that as believers we are supposed to
confirm or fulfill the Torah.
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Winston Tomlnson Jr, “A great place to start!. If you are looking for a clear understanding as to
why you should be walking in obedience to G-d's teaching and instruction ( The Word or Torah)
opposed to just hoping it will all just work out and trusting every translation under the sun, this is
a fantastic introduction. I'd like to encourage everyone who have been drawn to walk in
obedience that there are answers in this book. You will, however, have to decide how you will
walk after reading it. In other words, I have found this not to be just another intellectual exercise
for the sake of knowledge, but a beginning step as to how to begin walking out the Torah and
"hebraically"approaching the scriptures. I highly recommend this book.”

Bill Patterson, “Seeking truth. The most difficult thing is to realize that something you have
always believed to be true has to be corrected. This book has caused me to reconsider and
understand the Scriptures in a new way. The Lord prepared me for this time of change. Thank
you Lord for Rabbi Messer and this clear instruction.”

KSGMOM, “Comprehensive and Easy to Understand..... Excellent teaching!. Oftentimes when
we read and study the Word of God, it is through tinted glasses (traditions we have been
taught). Reading this with an open heart has opened my eyes to a much deeper understanding
of the Lord and His Ways. I now see relevant themes running throughout the Scriptures from the
beginning of time until today.  I really appreciate this teaching!”

Tiggy, “Very interesting. In My opinion, this is one of the best books I ever read. I recommend it
to anybody who is interesting in seeking the true about God's Instruction (which is bad
translation for law) and God's grace.  Once you read this book, others books will be meaninless.”

jdarne, “Misconceptions abound. A good book to help sort out beliefs associated with scripture.
I highly recommend this book to anyone interested in scripture within the context it was written. It
covers all scripture, old covenant through the New covenant.”

Bonnie, “Reading From My Android Any Time. I love the fact that I can read Torah: Law or Grace
anytime/anywhere.  Thank You Rabbi Messer for the delivery of the message!!!!”

DW, “Must read for everyone!!. Definitely a Holy Spirit filled book a must read for everyone Jews
and the  nations. Rabbi Messer is definitely a messenger from God.”

James McDaniel, “Five Stars. The truth about Torah”

The book by Rabbi Ralph Messer has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 48 people have provided
feedback.
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